
“OUR CULTURE 
IS NOT A COSTUME,”
said Calgarian Michelle Robinson. “We are real people with a real culture and 
depicting it incorrectly just adds to negative stereotypes and adds to violence 
we face.” Halloween involves im

porta
nt d

ecisions on costume choice. W
hile 

dressi6 4up is fu
n and exciti6

 , it
 also ru

ns th
e ris

k of o
ffe

ndi6 4others. 

Halloween offe
rs th

e opportu
nity to

 discuss costume choices with 

both colleagues and students. It
 is im

porta
nt n

ot to
 inadverte

ntly 

mimic culture by culturally appropria
ti6  ra

cial or

ethnic groups.

by that dominant group.
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For many people in our school 
communities the fun and 
magic of dressing up is an 
important tradition. Part of
creating a safe school 
community for ALL students 
on Halloween is making 
sure racially, ethnically, and 
culturally
based costumes are not part 
of our festivities. We invite you 
to reflect on the following 
questions:


